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11.1.1 Historic Photographs 


Boston Public Library McKim Building 


Historic Structure Report 
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Historic Structure Report 
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11.2 Historic Drawings 
11.2.1 Representative Historic Drawings 


11.2.2 Inventory of Drawings for the McKim Building 
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Appendix 11.2 Historic Drawings 


This appendix contains the following: 


e Reproductions of selected McKim, Mead & White drawings located in the Boston 
Public Library Drawings Archive. 


e Inventories listing all drawings found for the McKim Building at major repositories 
including the Boston Public Library, New York Historical Society (NYHS), Avery 
Library at Columbia University, and Society for Preservation of New England 
Antiquities (SPNEA). 


The inventory section also contains an architect chronology that lists the major firms who 
have worked on the McKim building, the years they worked on the building, and the work 
they did. This information was gathered from the drawings and other research materials. 


All four repositories contained original McKim drawings; however, the BPL Drawings 
Archive was the only place where later alterations drawings were found. During the 
research for this report, the BPL drawings were located in flat files in the North Corridor 
of the Special Library Floor. The BPL collection consists of blueprints of McKim’s 
original drawings, some that appear to be contract drawings, and drawings of all later 
alterations by subsequent firms. Creation of this inventory involved reorganizing the 
drawings and re-labeling the file drawers. Some drawings were previously labeled by the 
BPL in an attempt to catalog them. These numbers are located on the backs of the 
drawings, and designated as “Map #” in the following charts. In the current research 
effort, no attempt was made to continue this numbering system or begin a new system. 
Systematic archival cataloguing of these drawings should be undertaken in a future 
project. 


The McKim, Mead & White Manuscript Collection at the New York Historical Society 
contains original McKim drawings from the MMW office archive. These drawings are 
mainly in black ink on linen. Many of these drawings are, in fact, found in the BPL 
Drawings Archive as blueprints. At the NYHS, the drawings are stored in rolled tubes that 
are somewhat organized into categories. 


The material at Avery Library is contained in four different collections. The 1997 Gift of 
Walter O’Cain (Successor to MMW firm) contains mainly photographs of the artwork in 
the Library. The Guastavino Collection contains photographs and architectural drawings 
by Rafael Guastavino. The Guastavino/Collins Collection contains more original 
Guastavino drawings. Finally, the Archive’s general collection contains the original ink on 
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linen drawings that were published in the Monograph of the Works of McKim Mead & White 
1879-1915. 


The Robert Allen Cook Collection at SPNEA was the fourth repository with a small, but 
significant amount of McKim material. This collection contains eleven McKim drawings 


in ink on trace. 


Key to symbols & abbreviations in charts 

Type D=Detail 
E=Elevation 
P=Plan 
S=Section 

# R=Drawing contains round stamp from McKim’s office, may be earlier than 
rectangular stamp which is on the majority of the drawings. Usually drawings with 
round stamps have no date, but they correspond to the MMW office address of 1 
West 20th Street, New York. 
No.=handwritten number on drawing without stamp 


Set ID Used for sorting data chronologically in the chart 


Map # Number given to drawing by Boston Public Library 
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